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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST:

m Can bill moderate sedation
codes if same physician
performs procedure of if
physician is supporting
another physician.

m Only use 99053 if service
is initiated after 10 p.m.

m Must document progress
of patient post hydration
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Moderate (Conscious) Sedation

The moderate conscious sedation codes have undergone
a dramatic revision that affects emergency medicine
significantly, particularly in the scenario where the
emergency physician provides moderate sedation in
support of another specialist, such as an orthopedist
or plastic surgeon.

There is a new set of codes for moderate sedation that
fall into two groups; 1) the same practitioner both
provides the sedation and performs the procedure; or
2) two practitioners are involved, with one practitioner
supervising the sedation in support of a second
physician performing the procedure. These two sets
of codes are then further delineated based on the age
of the patient and the amount of time the service is
provided.

Scenario 1: Single Provider. Codes 99143 (for patients
younger than 5 years) and 99144 (for patients 5 years
or older) are used to report moderate sedation services
when the same physician oversees the sedation and
performs the procedure.

ED After Hours Codes

A new code can be used in the emergency department
to report services between 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. at a
24-hour facility in addition to basic services. The code
99053 can be added to the standard 99281-99285
emergency department levels of service.

The time listed on the nursing notes indicating the
initial time the physician saw the patient will be used
to determine the appropriateness of listing this code
in addition to the basic level of service code.

Both 99143 and 99144 are reported for the first 30
minutes of intra-service time. Intra-service time refers
to the time actually spent providing the service,
as opposed to “pre-time,” preparing to start, or “post-
time,” after the procedure is complete. CPT defines
moderate sedation time as starting with the
administration of the sedating drug, requiring continuous
face-to-face attendance, and ending at the conclusion
of personal contact by the physician providing
the sedation. Recovery time cannot be counted as
intra-service time. Code 99145 is available to report
additional 15-minute increments of time.

Scenario 2: in support of another provider. When
moderate sedation is provided in support of a second
physician who performs the procedure, 99148
is reported for children younger than 5 years, and
99149 for patients over 5 years.

Code 99150 is available to report additional 15 minute
increments of time that go beyond the initial 30 minutes
ascribed to 99148 & 99149.

Intravenous Infusion Hydration

New IV hydration codes have been added to CPT (90760-
90761), and there is an opportunity to bill for the
physician supervision of the hydration service using
these new codes.

The key factors for billing these codes is making sure
a procedure note is included in the chart notes and
also a documented diagnosis that supports hydration.
An example of these diagnosis codes would be

Documentation Tip

Please remember to fill out your review of systems
green sheets and use in your dictation. When these
sheets are not filled out a level five review of systems
is very often not included in the dictation. This results
in a down coded charge which means less
reimbursement for your services.

dehydration, nausea and vomiting, postural hypotension
and migraine headaches.

In order to bill and receive reimbursement using these
new CPT codes the service must be documented.

CPT 90761 may be billed in addition to 90760 for
hydration infusion intervals of greater than 30 minutes
beyond one hour increments.

Upcoming ACEP Meetings
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